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Reclamation awards second construction contract for 
Arkansas Valley Conduit 

President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law supporting major water infrastructure 
project to provide clean, reliable drinking water to 39 communities in southeastern 
Colorado 
  
LOVELAND, Colo. – The Bureau of Reclamation has awarded a contract for the second 
segment of trunkline of the Arkansas Valley Conduit to Pate Construction Co., 
Inc. for $27,216,950.00. This contract, partially funded by President Biden’s Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law, funds construction of Boone Reach 2, which includes a 5.4 mile 
stretch of water pipeline and 7.4 miles of fiber conduit. Construction will follow Colorado 
State Highway 96 from North Avondale to Boone, Colorado. 
  
President Biden’s Investing in America agenda represents the largest investment 
in climate resilience in the nation’s history and is providing much-needed resources to 
enhance Western communities’ resilience to drought and climate change. Through 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, Reclamation is investing a total of $8.3 billion over five 
years for water infrastructure projects, including water purification and reuse, water 
storage and conveyance, desalination and dam safety. An overall $160 million has been 
allocated so far from the Law to complete the Arkansas Valley Conduit project. 
  
This is a major infrastructure project that, upon completion, will provide reliable 
municipal and industrial water to 39 communities in southeastern Colorado. The 
pipeline will bring water from Pueblo Reservoir to Bent, Crowley, Kiowa, Otero, Prowers, 
and Pueblo counties. It is projected to serve up to 50,000 people in the future; 
equivalent to 7,500 acre-feet of water per year. 
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“We’re looking forward to this next project milestone,” said Jeff Rieker, Eastern Colorado 
area manager. “Today’s contract award allows the project to maintain the momentum 
we’ve built over the past year and helps us achieve the ultimate goal of bringing clean 
and reliable water supplies to the people of southeastern Colorado.” 
  
“The Arkansas Valley Conduit is vitally important to the people of the Lower Arkansas 
Valley, so it is very rewarding to see the Bureau of Reclamation moving ahead,” said Bill 
Long, president of the Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy District, local 
sponsors of the Arkansas Valley Conduit. “The Southeastern District also is working to 
complete this project as quickly as possible to provide a better quality of water for the 
people of the valley.” 
Work on the first segment of trunk line began in spring of 2023 with completion 
anticipated in 2024. Reclamation expects work on the second segment, Boone Reach 2, 
to begin in late 2023 with completion slated for late summer 2025. 
  
As the Arkansas Valley Conduit project moves forward, under existing agreements, 
Reclamation plans to construct the trunkline, water tanks, and related components, 
while the Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy District coordinates with 
communities to fund and build the project’s water delivery pipelines. Eventually, the 
Arkansas Valley Conduit will connect 39 water systems along the 103-mile route to 
Lamar, Colorado.  
  
The project will use Pueblo Water’s existing infrastructure to treat and deliver Arkansas 
Valley Conduit water from Pueblo Reservoir to a connection point east of the city of 
Pueblo along U.S. Highway 50. The project will use water from either the Fryingpan-
Arkansas Project or from a participant’s water portfolio, but not from Pueblo Water’s 
resources. 
  
Congress authorized Arkansas Valley Conduit in the original Fryingpan-Arkansas Project 
legislation in 1962 (Public Law 87-590). This project does not increase Fryingpan-
Arkansas Project water diversions from the western slope of Colorado; rather, it is 
intended to improve drinking water quality. 
  
Currently, many people in the areas that will be served by the Arkansas Valley Conduit 
rely on groundwater supplies that contain naturally occurring radionuclides, such as 
radium and uranium, or use shallow wells that contain harmful microorganisms and 
pollutants. Alternatives for these communities consist of expensive options such as 
reverse-osmosis, ion exchange, filtration, and bottled water.   
  



If you have questions or need more information, please contact Anna Perea, public 
affairs specialist at the Bureau of Reclamation’s Eastern Colorado Area Office, at (970) 
290-1185 or aperea@usbr.gov. If you are deaf, hard of hearing or have a speech 
disability, please dial 7-1-1 to access telecommunications relay services. 

# # # 
The Bureau of Reclamation is a federal agency under the U.S. Department of the Interior and is the 
nation's largest wholesale water supplier and second largest producer of hydroelectric power. Our 
facilities also provide substantial flood control, recreation opportunities, and environmental benefits. Visit 
our website at https://www.usbr.gov and follow us on Twitter @USBR; Facebook @bureau.of.reclamation; 
LinkedIn @Bureau of Reclamation; Instagram @bureau_of_reclamation; and YouTube @reclamation. 
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